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W
elcome to Norfolk. This self-guided walking tour 

through the town’s Historic District and beyond 

will take you around the Village Green and neighboring 

residential area to the lower village where 19th century mills 

and factories once flourished along the Blackberry River. 

Depending upon your pace, the tour takes about one hour.  

It begins and ends at the old railroad station on Station Place 

where there is ample parking. Along the way, there are two 

suggested excursions by motor vehicle: one up North Street 

to Center Cemetery and Haystack Tower; the other through 

the Stoeckel Estate, now the summer home of the Yale School 

of Music and Art and the Norfolk Chamber Music Festival.

Incorporated in 1758, Norfolk is not an old town by 

Connecticut standards, but because later 20th century 

development has largely passed it by, the town retains the 

architectural charm and ambience that were created around 

the turn of the 20th century when Norfolk was a popular 

summer resort. The Village Green reflects Norfolk’s colonial 

layout; the Church of Christ sat at the center of town, its white 

steeple rising above the shade trees that circled the Green. 

With the opening of the Greenwoods Turnpike in 1800, the 

commercial district grew along the thoroughfare to the north. 

The Connecticut Western Railroad arrived in 1871, and 

Station Place became the town center and primary entrance 

to the village for summer visitors attracted by the pure 

mountain air and spring water. Several summer hotels were 

built, no longer extant. 

The history of Norfolk is intimately entwined with the family 

of merchant Joseph Battell and his wife Sarah Robbins, 

daughter of the town’s first pastor. Their descendants are 

responsible for many of the buildings that surround the 

Green. As a result of their patronage, Norfolk’s Historic 

District encompasses the work of seven 19th and early 20th 

century architects of national standing, a representation hard 

to match elsewhere in the state in towns of similar size. 

1  Railroad Station~10StationPlace•TheCentralNewEnglandRailroad
broughtflocksofsummervisitorstoNorfolkwhen
this station was built in 1898. Station Place had
become theprimaryentrance to thevillagecenter,
andthenew“artistic”stationpresentedtheproper
imageofacultivatedtowntotravelers.Designedby
theNewYork-basedfirmHill&Turner,thebuilding

issheathedinnativegraniteandhasabroadroofwithslightly-flaredeaves.Atthe
timeitwasbuilt,asigninbrasslettersread:“Norfolk,theHighestRailroadStation
inConnecticut.” 

2  Shepard Barn • This 19th century frame barn with a distinctive rooster
weathervane on the cupola stood on the property of
Captain John H. Shepard, proprietor of Shepard Tavern
(formerlyPettiboneTavern,see#7).HissonFrederickM.
Shepard (1827–1913) was instrumental in shaping the
town in the late 19th century. President of the Goodyear
RubberCompanyinNY,FrederickShepardbuiltthewater

worksthatpipedfreshwaterfromWangumLaketothevillagecenterandopened
streets suchasEmersonandMillsWay throughhis extensiveproperties for an
expansionofhousing.

3  Norfolk Library~9GreenwoodsRoadEast• IsabellaEldridge,daughter
of the town pastor, engaged Hartford architect George
Keller to design a library for the town in 1888.
A disciple of the great American architect Henry 
Hobson Richardson and architect of the Soldiers and
Sailors Memorial Arch in Hartford’s Bushnell Park,
Keller used russet freestone, quarried at Longmeadow,

Massachusetts, andfishscale shinglesbelowa roofoffluted terra cotta tile. In
1911hedesignedaseamlessaddition,alargereadingroomopeningattherear
ofthelibraryandlitbytworosewindowscreatedbyMaitlandArmstrong.Tothe
easttheone-storySmithchildren’swing,alsosheathedinLongmeadowstone, 
wasaddedin1985.

4  Village Green•TheVillageGreenwasnot always the visual centerpiece
of Norfolk. Originally called the meetinghouse green, it was a utilitarian space
used for grazing livestock and the site of a schoolhouse, horse sheds, and
Sabbathdayhousesforchurchgoers.Inthe1850’sWilliamRice,headmasterofthe
NorfolkAcademy,organizedaprogramoftreeplantingthatservedtoadornthespace
andexpresscivicpride,partofthecampaignforvillagebeautificationwhichspread
acrossNewEnglandinthesecondhalfofthe19thcentury.In1900Norfolkhistorian
TheronCrisseywrote:“ThegloryandbeautyofNorfolkinthesemoderndaysisthis
charminglittlepark,withitsnobletrees,itsbedsofexquisiteflowersandshrubs.”

5  Soldiers Monument ~ Village Green • Erected in 1868 to the design 
of William A. Burdick, the granite obelisk bears the names of 
thirty-five Norfolk soldiers who were killed in the line of duty
during the War of the Rebellion. Funds for the monument 
werelargelyraisedbyprivatesubscription.

6  Turnpike Signs ~ Village Green • A pair of wooden turnpike signs with
paintedanimalshasstoodontheGreensincethe1800’s.
This set is a1965copyof the signs thatwere created
in1931aspartofthePublicWorksofArtProject.The
originalsarenowintheNorfolkHistoricalMuseumand
picturedonthemap.

7  Pettibone Tavern ~ 3 Greenwoods Road East • Built in 1794 by town
leaderGilesPettibone, thehouse isaclassicfive-
bay Georgian design with a symmetrical façade,
centerchimney,andclassicaldoorsurround.With
the opening of the Greenwoods Turnpike in 1800,
thelocationofthishousemadeitidealforuseasa
tavern,operatedbyGilesPettibone,Jr.,andlaterby
CaptainJohnH.Shepard.

8  Whitehouse ~ 17 Stoeckel Road • In the summer of 1801 Rev. Thomas
Robbins, son of town pastor Ammi Ruhamah
Robbins, visited Norfolk and reported in his
diary:“Mr.Battellbuildingaveryeleganthouse
nearmyfather’s.”Thehousewascompletedin
time formerchant JosephBattell’smarriage to
SarahRobbins.ThehippedroofandPalladian

windowabovetheentrancegaveitameasureofsophistication,anditswhitecoat
ofpaintdistinguished it for townsfolkwhocalled itWhitehouse.Thehousewas
remodeled several times and in 1906, during the residency of Joseph Battell’s
granddaughter Ellen Battell Stoeckel, the third story and colossal portico were
added.Whenshedied,Mrs.Stoeckelleftthehouseandestateintrustfortheuse
ofYaleUniversityforasummerschoolofmusicandart.Itisnowthehomeofthe
NorfolkChamberMusicFestival.

9  Church of Christ~12VillageGreen•DesignedbymasterbuilderDavid
Hoadleyin1813,theChurchofChristwasbuiltonthesite
of the original 1760 peach-blow pink meetinghouse. The
churchwaswidelyheralded for itsgraceful, tieredsteeple,
andthedesignwasemulatedinnearbychurches.Thethree
doorways,originallyarched,wereremodeledintheVictorian
era,andthemarbleporchwithcolossalporticowasadded

in 1927. A granite stairway leading up to the Church provides access from the
VillageGreen.Theartisticensemblewithstonepierssurmountedbytallwrought
ironlampswasdesignedbyArtsandCraftsarchitectAlfredoTaylorin1908.

10  Battell Chapel~VillageGreen•In1887UraniaBattellHumphreyengaged
NewYorkarchitect JosiahClevelandCady todesigna
chapelfortheChurchofChristinmemoryofherparents,
JosephandSarahRobbinsBattell.Uraniawasthewidow
ofJamesHumphrey,aUnitedStatesCongressmanfrom
Brooklyn.Amasterpieceofecclesiasticaldesign in the
Romanesque Revival style, Battell Chapel incorporates

traditional architectural elements with modern functions: the semi-circular apse
projecting toward theGreenwasused as aparlor, and thebell tower served as
theprincipalentryintothesanctuary.Sheathedinnativegranite,theChapelisa
harmoniousgroupingofattractive forms,whichprovidedaplace forworshipas
wellasparishgatherings.Theadditiontothesouthwasconstructedin1966for
SundaySchoolandmeetingrooms.

11  Battell House~20LitchfieldRoad•BuiltbytheRev.JosephEldridgein
1845 and designed by Charles Thompson of
NewHaven, this four-squarehousewithhipped
roof was the family residence for eighty years.
Following the death of their parents, Mary,
Isabella, and Alice Eldridge made extensive
alterations. Architect J. Cleveland Cady added

a third floor and a gallery to the south, dressing the house with classical trim,
appropriate for the terraced Italiangardenskeptby thesisters. In1935after the
deathof the sisters, EllenBattellStoeckel purchased thehouse, asked architect
AlfredoTaylor to return it to itsoriginal lines,andpresented it to the townasa
communitycenter.ItisnowpartofthefacilitiesusedbytheYaleSummerSchool
ofMusicandArtandtheNorfolkChamberMusicFestival.

12  Battell Fountain~VillageGreen•MaryEldridgebuiltBattellFountainin
1889inmemoryofheruncleJosephBattell.DesignedbyStanford
WhitewithbronzeworkbyAugustusSaint-Gaudens,thefountain
isexecutedinpinkstoneintheconventionalarrangementofround
columntoppedbyaspherewithatroughforanimalsononeside
andafountainforhumansontheother.Streamsofwaterspurtfrom
themouthsoffishonthesphere,andfromalionandfishmounted

oneithersideofthecolumn.Twomoreanimalheadsonthesideofthetroughspurt
waterintoshallowbasinsatgradeforsmallanimals.Thenearbymarblebenchwas
partoftheoriginalcomposition,andthetwotallhandsomefree-standingbronze
lampswereaddedatalaterdatetomatchthetwoonthecolumn.

13  Crissey Place~21VillageGreen•Builtcirca1810byCaptainDariusPhelps
whokeptatavernhere,thishouselaterbelongedto
Ralph Crissey, brother of Theron Crissey, author of
History of Norfolk(1900).Bythenamansardroofhad
beenadded,creatingathirdfloorandmakingthisone
of the few Second Empire style houses in Norfolk.
During the early decades of the 20th century, Cora

BrownopenedthehousetosummerboardersandcalleditCrisseyPlace.Asits
popularity increased, Cora expanded the facility to include the two neighboring
housestothenorth.

14  Norfolk Academy~13VillageGreen•TheNorfolkAcademywasaprivate
schoolforboysandgirlsbuiltin1840intheGreekRevival
style. The triangular pediment of the gable end evoked the
Greektempleformandtheidealsofthatancientdemocracy
towhichouryoungcountryaspired.Theschoolflourished
for twenty years under the leadership of William Rice, a
graduateofWilliamsCollege,andattractedstudentsfromas

farawayasNewYork.Quarterlytuitionrangedfrom$3to$5dependinguponthe
courseofinstruction.OneoftheAcademy’smostdistinguishedgraduateswasthe
astronomerAsaphHall,whodiscoveredthemoonsofMars.Thebuildingwaslater
usedasTownHall,andinthe1920’sitwaspartofCoraBrown’spopularboarding
houseCrisseyPlace(#13).ItisnowtheNorfolkHistoricalMuseum.

15  Joseph Jones House~7VillageGreen•Atailorbytrade,JosephJones
had just finished framing his two-story house when he
left Norfolk to join the Continental Army in 1776. Upon
his return three years later, his financial circumstances
requiredthathereducehishousetoonestory,cuttingthe
posts to lower the roofline. In the mid-19th century, the
house was owned by Amos Pettibone, a member of the

NorfolkAnti-SlaverySociety.First-handaccountspublishedinCrissey’sHistory of 

NorfolkdocumentthehouseasastationoftheUndergroundRailroad.

16  Dennison Store~16GreenwoodsRoadEast•E.H.Dennisonbuilt this
store in 1814 just north of his residence. In the
later19thcenturythehousewasownedbyWilliam
Scoville,whooperatedafurnitureandundertaking
business. In 1881 Isabella Eldridge opened a
reading room in this house, before building the
NorfolkLibraryin1888.

17  Mills House~19GreenwoodsRoadEast•Builtin1806byDeaconMichael
F. Mills, this house was the home of Rev. Ralph
Emerson,secondpastoroftheChurchofChristand
cousin to the writer Ralph Emerson. In 1874, the
housewasownedbyFrederickE.Porter,whowith
his brother Lucius helped organize the Norfolk &
NewBrunswickHosieryCompany.Afterhisdeathin

1899,hissonDr.WilliamH.Porterusedthehouseasasummerresidence,notan
ideallocationwiththesmokeandsootfromlocomotivesemergingfromthenearby
railroadunderpass.

18  Welch Fountain • Given by the town in 1892 in memory of Dr. William
Wickham Welch, the fountain originally served as
a circular watering trough for horses and dogs at
the entrance to Westside Road opposite the Welch
homestead. Dr. Welch was the last of the dynasty of
WelchdoctorswhotookcareofNorfolktownsfolkfor
overacentury.

 19  Railroad Bridge Railing~MapleAvenue•In1905thereweresixeastbound
and six westbound trains passing through the
GreenwoodsRoadunderpasseachday, including
freighttrainsthattransportedanthracitecoalfrom
Pennsylvania. Isabella Eldridge undertook to
improve the railroad right-of-waynear the library
thatshehadbuiltin1888andaskedAlfredoTaylor

todesignarailingfor thenorthernedgeof therailroadunderpass,whichwould
replacetheboxed-inwaterpipesthathadpreviouslyservedasprotection.Taylor’s
designismarkedbyanelegantcombinationofstraightandcurvedlineswithtwo
rough-cutgranitepiersdescendinginanarctothecarvedwoodenrailing.Mounted
onthepiersaretwoArtsandCraftswroughtironelectriclamps,alsodesignedby
Taylor.Therailroadunderpassisnowfilledin.
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30  Church of the Transfiguration ~ 21MillsWay• In1893FrederickM.
Shepard donated property for an Episcopal
chapel for summer worship. Designed by New
York architect Bruce Price in 1894, the church
isanexampleoftheShingleStyle.Thewalking
tour continues alongShepardRoad,named for
thisbenefactorofthetown.

31  A.P. Curtiss Feed & Grain~32ShepardRoad•TheAugustusP.Curtiss
coal and grain facility was built along the siding of 
theCentralNewEnglandRailroadandincludedagrain
millandscalesthatweighedtheloadsastheypassed
underthearchesattherearofthebuilding.Bulkgrain
brought by railroad cars ran down a chute from the
secondstoryleveltothefirstfloorwhereitwasground

forretailandputintobagstobepickedupbyfarmers.

32  Livery~24ShepardRoad•Thislargebrickbuildingwasbuiltasastablefor
theliverybusinessofA.P.Curtiss.Inaddition
tomanystalls,therewasawashstandforthe
carriages.Dirtroadsleftcakesofmudonthe
wheelsandbodiesofthevehicles,makinga
scrubdownnecessary.Roadswerenothard-
surfaceduntilthe1920’s.

33  Norfolk Volunteer Fire Dept. Bell •OriginallyhunginthetoweroftheRoyal
Arcanumbuilding,thefirebellwasagifttothetown
fromFrederickM.Shepardin1907.Thebellwasstruck
bytheMeneelyBellCo.ofTroy,NY.Itwasmovedto
thislocationwhenthenewfirehousewasbuiltin1974. 

 34  Site of the Norfolk Inn •ANorfolklandmarkformanyyears,theInnwas
demolished in1968. In the1890’s itwasknownas theStevensHouseandhad
the reputationofbeingoneof thebest-kepthostelries inNewEngland.The Inn
providedhousingforaninfluxofsummervisitorsandcontainedfifty-sevenrooms
withaccommodationsforseventy-fiveguests.Rateswere$2/dayand$10/week.

35  Norfolk Drugstore~58GreenwoodsRoadWest•Nowaprivateresidence,
thisbuildingwasoriginallybuiltastheNorfolkDrug
Store, purchased by George T. Johnson in 1876. It
issaid thatwhenhecameeast fromTexas,Johnson
intended to go to Norfolk, Virginia, but when he
purchased his ticket at Grand Central Station in
New York he was mistakenly given one to Norfolk,

Connecticut.Hestayedandoperated theDrugStore foroversixtyyears. Itwas
relocatedtotheRoyalArcanumbuilding(No.50)in1906.

36  William Henry Welch Plaque•OnthesiteoftheWelchhomestead,this
plaquecommemorates thebirthplaceofDr.WilliamH.
Welch, son of Dr. William W. Welch and Dean of the
JohnsHopkinsMedicalSchool,whorevolutionizedthe
practiceofmodernAmericanmedicine.

Between1885and1895,theresidentialneighborhoodofMapleAvenuesawan
increaseinthenumberofhousesbuiltwiththeopeningofEmersonStreet,Terrace
View, and Hillside. Many of these houses were built in the Queen Anne style,
popularattheendofthe19thcentury,andhaveavarietyoftowers,turrets,bays,
dormers,andporches.Oftentheywererentedtosummercottagerswhocameto
Norfolkforitshealthypuremountainairandspringwater.ProximitytotheEldridge
Gymnasiummadethesesummercottagesespeciallyattractive.Numbers24,25,
26,27,and28werebuiltatthistime.

24  John and Isabella Beecher Hooker House~35MapleAvenue•This
housewaspurchasedbytheHookersin1896.The
sister of Harriet Beecher Stowe, Isabella Beecher
Hooker and her husband lived in Hartford and
spent summers in Norfolk. Isabella was an active
proponentofwomen’srightsandsuffrage.

25  Fairlawn~44MapleAvenue•DuringNorfolk’sheydayasasummerresort,
therewerenumerousboardinghousesinadditionto
two largehotels.Oneof themostpopularboarding
houses was Miss Louise Rowland’s Fairlawn. True
toitsname,guestsenjoyedcroquetonthelawnand
outdoorconcertsonsummerevenings.

26  Mead Cottage~50MapleAvenue•Builtin1886,thishousewasacquired
bytheMeadfamilyin1893andwasthesummerresidence
of Charles Mead, brother of architect William R. Mead
of the renowned firm McKim, Mead & White and of the
neoclassicalexpatriatesculptorLarkinGoldsmithMead.

27  Walters Cottage~54MapleAvenue•HenryWaltersofNewBritainbought
this lot fromAugustusP.Lawrence in1884andbuilta
house which he offered as a summer cottage rental.
Multiple gables, paired windows, and varied surface
materials are typical of the late Queen Anne style.
An interesting feature is the chamfered corners and
woodworkofthefrontfaçade.

28  The Alders ~ 69 Maple Avenue • Washington, CT-based architect Ehrick
K. Rossiter designed this picturesque, Queen
Anne-style house in 1898 for Charles Spofford,
son of Ainsworth Spofford, Librarian of Congress.
Now called Manor House, it was Rossiter’s first
commission in Norfolk. He would later design the
MusicShedandHaystackTower.

29  Bellows Block ~ 76 Maple Avenue • This house originally stood at the
corner of Greenwoods Road and Station Place and was
known as the Bellows Block. When the Royal Arcanum
building(No.50)wasconstructedin1904,thehousewas
movedtoMapleAve.andprovidedroomsforboarders.

20  Giles Thompson House~5MapleAvenue•GilesThompsonwastheson
ofatannerandshoemakerwhomarriedthedaughter
of tavern-keeper Giles Pettibone, Jr., and built this
houseby1802.MapleAvenuewasjustbeginningto
bearesidentialstreetatthetime,andtheThompson
houseisthefirstinaseriesofsmallvernacularhouses
thatwerebuiltonthewestsideintheearly1800’s.

21  Collar Bros. Store~12MapleAvenue•Intheearly20thcentury,therewere
asmanyastenfoodstoresinNorfolk,manyofthem
operated by Irish-American families. This building
was built by Walter and Burton Collar about 1904.
RichardWhalenwaslatertheownerandproprietor.
 

22  Judge Pettibone House ~22MapleAvenue•AugustusPettibonebuilt
his residence in 1802 when Maple Avenue was still a
countrylaneconnectingthemeetinghousegreenwithBeech
Flats (now Laurel Way). The front of this classic five-bay
Georgiandesignfacessouthwith lateradditions.Pettibone
wasamemberoftheStateLegislaturewhohelpeddraftthe
ConstitutionofConnecticutin1818.Thehousepassedonto

hisgrandsonAugustusP.LawrencewhodevelopedMapleAvenue,sellinglotsand
openingTerraceViewin1889.

23  Eldridge Gymnasium ~ 19 Maple Avenue • Alice Eldridge built the
gymnasium in 1892 in memory of her
cousinEllenBattellStoeckel’ssonFrederic
Battell Terry, who died unexpectedly at the
ageof sixteen.DesignedbyHenryRutgers
Marshall and constructed of buff-colored
pressedbrickswithabroadslopingroofthat

wasoriginally terracotta tile, thegymnasiumoffered rowingmachines,exercise
apparatus,abowlingalleyinthebasement,andtwotenniscourtsinfrontwhere
the CT State Championships were held. The southeast extension was originally
aporte-cochere,and the largeverandaon thewesthasbeenenclosed.Dances,
parties,lectures,andrecitalswereheldintheGymnasium.In1906MarkTwain’s
daughter Clara Clemens made her singing debut at the Gymnasium, following
whichtheauthorgavehisnow-famousspeechonstagefright.Thebuildingwas
soldtothetownin1920foruseasaTownHall.Itwasremodeledin1985.

37  Frederick M. Shepard Fountain•ThisMemorialFountainwasplaced
at the front entrance to Center School (no longer
standing) in 1917 and dedicated to Frederick M.
Shepard who had given generously toward the 
constructionoftheschoolin1915.

38  Church of the Immaculate Conception and Rectory~4NorthSt.•In
1924architectAlfredoTaylorwasaskedtoenlargethe
smallframeCatholicchurchtoaccommodateagrowing
parish.Hisdesigncompletelychangedtheshapeand
sizeofthe1859churchandofferedastrongerimageof
Catholicism.Wallsareroughcaststuccowhich,atthe
timeofconsecration,weredescribedasburntsienna

andyellowochre incolor, recalling the ItaliancampanilesofTaylor’sbirthplace.
Thesametreatmentwasappliedtotheadjacentrectory,builtin1891afterNorfolk
becameanindependentCatholicparish.UseofstuccodrawsontheArts&Crafts
idiom,whiletherubblestonetiesthebuildingtothesite.Incontrast,thebelltower
iswithoutornamentexceptfortherosewindow.Thegableroofofthebelltoweris
alateralteration.

39  Josiah Pettibone House~10NorthStreet•Builtin1806bythesonof 
oneoftheoriginalproprietorsofNorfolk,thishouse
was later owned by Major James Shepard, who
operated it as the Exchange Hotel and built a large
addition.Thenorthellisoriginal.

40 Excursion to Center Cemetery and Haystack Mountain•Continuing
upNorthStreet,lookfortheNathanielB.StevensHouse(#30)ontheright.Built
in1834,itisoneofthefewexamplesoftheGothicRevivalstyleinNorfolk,witha
steeply-pitchedroofanddecoratedvergeboardsonthegable.TakealeftontoOld
ColonyRoad,andyouwillpasstheNathanielStevenshouseontheright(#10),
builtbyahatter in1764andamong theoldestcolonialhouses in town.Center
Cemetery,establishedin1757,isonyourleft.AlongsidethefoundersofNorfolk
lies thegraveofJamesMars, the lastslaveboughtandsold inNorfolk (1798),
whowrotehisautobiographyin1868.BackonNorthStreet,theexcursionendsat
HaystackMountainStateParkontheleft.Ashorthikewilltakeyoutothegranite
towerdesignedbyEhrickRossiterin1927forEllenBattellStoeckelinmemoryof
herfatherRobbinsBattellandherhusbandCarlStoeckel.Notethebronzetabletin
thewallinscribedwiththemotto“TothyGod,tothycountry,tothyfamily,tothy
town,bethoueverfaithful.”

41 Methodist Church~11NorthStreet•Nowaprivateresidence, thiswas
a mission church that served, among others,
factoryworkersinindustriesalongtheBlackberry
River,withoccasionalservicesheldintheAetna
Silk Mill. The classical entrance treatment and
thegable “temple” front aremarksof theGreek
Revival style, popular in the 1830’s and 1840’s.

Thesquaresteeplewasremovedwhenthechurchbecameaprivateresidence.

42 Soldiers Monument ~ Memorial Green • In 1920 the Town of Norfolk
commissioned Alfredo Taylor to design a war
memorial that would be large enough to express
theforcesofwaryetsimpleenoughthatthefathers
andbrothersofthosewhodiedcouldhavebuiltit.It
wastobemadeoflocalmaterialswithoutsculptural
decoration. Constructed of granite ashlar, with

seatsbuilt intoeachsideandbronze tabletsset intostoneworkcommemorating
those who fought, the triangular memorial houses a replica of the Liberty Bell, 
proclaimingtheknellofwarandthebrotherhoodofpeace.DedicatedonArmistice
Dayin1921,thememorialwassaidtosymbolizeatrinityrepresentingthevillage,
thecountry,andtheworldasaunitofgoodwill.Evergreentreeswereplantedfor
eachsoldierwhodied.NoticeButtermilkFallsacrossRoute44.

43 Ariel Lawrence Tavern~65GreenwoodsRoadWest•Built in1797by
Ariel Lawrence, the tavern served travelers on the
GreenwoodsTurnpikeandhousedthefirstpostoffice
(est. 1804) in Norfolk. The mail, received twice a
week, was kept in a small bureau drawer. Later the
house was occupied by Matthew Ryan, who came
fromIrelandwithhisbrothersandopenedawoolen

millnearButtermilkFalls.In1836thefirstCatholicmassinNorfolkwasheldhere.

44 Warren Cone House~GreenwoodsRoadWest•DeaconWarrenCone,
manufacturer of grass and grain scythes, built this
house in 1836 in the Greek Revival style which
flourished in this country in the middle decades of
the19thcentury.Withthegableendturnedtowardthe
street,formingapediment,housesinthisstyleevoked
theGreektempleform,whiteandpristine,asymbolof

theidealsoftheancientGreekdemocracytowhichAmericansaspired.

45 Excursion into Stoeckel Estate•Asteppedmasonryfencebuiltofbrick
onastonebaseandcappedbymarbledominatesthe
streetscapeon thewestsideofGreenwoodsRoad,
oncelinedwithsmallhouses.Itmarkstheedgeof
theStoeckelestate,nowthesummerquartersofthe
YaleSchoolofMusicandArt.TheBattell-Stoeckel
family had a long association with Yale. Robbins

Battell,a1839Yalegraduate,wasabenefactorandpatronofGustavJ.Stoeckel,
theuniversity’sfirstprofessorofmusic.Gustav’sson,Carl,becamesecretary to
Robbins Battell and married his daughter, Ellen. Carl and Ellen Battell Stoeckel
foundedtheNorfolkMusicFestivalforwhichtheybuilttheMusicShed,designed
byEhrickK.Rossiterin1906.Mrs.Stoeckelleftthe78-acreestateintrustforuse
byYaleUniversity.

46 Town Meadow • The town meadow was once used as pasture for cattle
belongingtoRobbinsBattellandmarkedbyawoodenwatertower.

47 Thurston Building~24GreenwoodsRoadWest•ThisQueenAnne-style
buildingwithvariedshingleworkwaserectedinthe1890’s
by William Thurston for his plumbing business. Note the
quarter-round brackets with an incised radial pattern that 
supportthefirstfloorpentroof.

48 Village Hall ~ 20 Greenwoods Road West • In 1882 a group of ladies
saw the need for a hall for lectures and other forms of
entertainment and began to raise the necessary funds.
With stores and the post office on the first floor and a
theaterupstairs, thecompletionofVillageHall in1883
enhanced the business district and provided a stylish
culturalcenterforthecommunity.Althoughthearchitect

remainsunidentified,thedistinctivefaçadewithitsasymmetricalfenestration,flat
wallsurfacewithvariegatedshingles,andornamentaldetailsuggeststheworkof
anarchitectfamiliarwithJapaneseaesthetics,thelatestcrazefollowingthe1876
Centennial International Exhibition at Philadelphia. New York-based architect
Josiah Cleveland Cady, working in Norfolk at this time, may have provided
the design. At the time, his Metropolitan Opera House in New York was under
construction, and it is perhaps no coincidence that both buildings are unusual
examplesofamulti-functionalculturalcenterwithshopsonthegroundfloor.

49  Norfolk Bank ~ 18 Greenwoods Road West • The construction of this
attractive stone building for the Norfolk Bank in 1857
begantofillinthefabricofNorfolk’scommercialcenter,
and thisstretchof roadbecameknownasMainStreet.
AswithmanyNewEnglandbuildings,theclassicaltrim
piecesincludingthepilasters,entablature,andpediment
oftheentrancearemadeofwood.

50  Royal Arcanum Building~3StationPlace•Thismulti-purposebuilding
wasdesignedin1904byAlfredoTaylortohouse
theNorfolkVolunteerFireDepartment,organizedin
1902,andtheclubroomsoftheWangumCouncil
oftheRoyalArcanum,afraternalsocietyactivein
Norfolk. The insigniaof bothorganizationsmark
their respective entrances fronting Station Place.

ThecrownandmonogramVMConeithersideofthemainentrancestandforthe
threegoverningprinciplesoftheRoyalArcanum:virtue,mercy,andcharity.Atthe
westendofthebuildingapedestrianarcademarkedtheentrancetothepostoffice
anddrugstore.

Withasteeply-pitchedslateroofandexposedrafters,patternedredandgreen
brickwork, and green faience panels, Taylor’s distinctive design creates a lively
texturedsurfacefirmlyrootedintheArtsandCraftsimpulse.ABeaux-Artseducated
architect,TaylordesignedoverthreedozenstructuresinthegreaterNorfolkarea,
andhisimaginativedesignsarenowpartofaNationalRegisterThematicDistrict.
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Founded in 1960, the Norfolk Historical Society 

maintains its collections and mounts exhibitions 

in its Museum, formerly the 1840 Norfolk 

Academy building on the Village Green. The 

Museum is open to the public on weekends 

from June to October and by appointment for 

research and study. Admission is free. These 

books on Norfolk’s history and architecture are 

available for purchase.

 Alfredo Taylor in Norfolk

  An Architect of Place and the Village 

Beautiful

 The Life of James Mars, A Slave

 Marie Kendall’s Glimpses of Norfolk

 The Magnificent Battells

 Norfolk, Connecticut:1900–1975
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